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Detroit Lions single-game tickets are on sale NOW! Call 800-745-3000 or visit DETROITLIONS.COM.
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Detroit vs. Chicago
Sept. 29, 2013

FIND THE
ENTRY FORM
EVERY DAY IN
THE SPORTS
SECTION.

WIN
C
LIONS

TICKETS

LIONS VS PACKERS
NOVEMBER 28

Want to go to the
sold-out Thanksgiving
game? Enter online at
detroitnews.com/
lionscontest.

detroitnews.com/lionscontest

OPINIONS

W hen theMichiganMedical
Marihuana Act (MMMA) was
approved by voters in 2008,

many saw it as an opportunity to ease
the suffering of those with painful med-
ical conditions. Opponents of the bill

described it as a step
towards legalization
and normalization of
drug use.

Their concerns ap-
pear to be well-found-
ed.

Just last week, At-
torney General Eric
Holder announced that
the Justice Department

would defer its right to sue two states
that had legalizedmarijuana.

Now, marijuana legalization is being
pushed on communities throughout
Michigan. At a Ferndale City Council
meeting last month, I heard the new
pitch: Legalization reduces crime and
makes neighborhoods safer.

I didn’t hear legalization activists
address whatmatters most: A plan for
preventing the resulting harm to young
people.

When you get past the rhetoric,
marijuana use is a health issue and an
especially significant adolescent health
issue. We need to treat it as such. Let’s
look at the facts.

First, marijuana use by teens is on

the rise.
MoreMichigan teens usemarijuana

today than when theMMMApassed
five years ago. In 2011, University of
Michigan researchers reported a fourth
consecutive year of increased teenmari-
juana use. In 2012, authors noted that
teens’ perception of the harm caused by

the drug continues to drop. As teens are
less aware of the risks, rates of use fre-
quently will continue to climb.

Our organizationmeasures use rates
in Oakland County. We found similar
results, causing us to publish our first
report specific to the topic earlier this
year. In 2008, 21.9 percent of 11th grad-

ers in Oakland County said they used
marijuana within the last 30 days. By
2012, that number had risen to 26.3
percent.

In contrast, underage alcohol use
was level or decreased during this same
time period.

Howworried should we be about
more teens usingmarijuana? Here,
again, we can turn to the data. Young
marijuana users tend to engage in other
substance use; 97 percent of high school
students who have triedmarijuana have
used another addictive substance.

Adolescence represents a sensitive
stage in brain development with in-
creased vulnerability to addiction. Of
those who begin usingmarijuana as a
teen, 1 in 6 will become dependent on
the drug.

According to the National Institute
of Health, public costs associated with
substance use now exceed $559 billion
per year. Howwill we find the resources
to respond as the need increases?

While taxingmarijuana could, in
theory, generate some revenue, a quick
examination of the public health costs
of alcohol and tobacco show us how
that works in practice. Any revenue
gained is a drop in the ocean compared
to the financial and social costs.

Proponents of legalization do have
one thing right. The “war on drugs”
policy that emphasized incarceration
for users is outdated and ineffective.

Fortunately, policy reform is under way
and has the potential to redirect dollars
from prisons to prevention and treat-
ment of underlying causes.

Inmore good news, people across
the county are becomingmobilized for
innovative and effective community
prevention, including ourmembers in
Oakland County and our coalition col-
leagues across Southeast Michigan.

Wewant a system that works to
maintain strong regulations on addic-
tive drugs. We want to reduce, not in-
crease, youth access to drugs.

I’ve spoken with thousands of par-
ents in the course of my career. Most
parents care deeply about keeping their
kids safe from drug use. It would be
hard to overstate the pain of parents
whose children are addicted. We need
to create an environment that doesn’t
crush their best intentions.

Parents and adults who want to learn
more can visit our website, achcmi.org,
to obtain resources or to register for our
“Truth and Consequences, Youth and
Marijuana” conference on October 10.

Let’s end with one important fact:
marijuana use is drug use. Drug use is a
public health problemwe can, and
must, prevent. It’s time tomake the
health of young people our priority.

Margaret Farenger is executive director of the
Alliance of Coalitions for Healthy Communities,

headquartered in Pontiac.

The case against normalizing marijuana
BY MARGARET FARENGER

Farenger

Medical marijuana is legal in Michigan, but the drug still poses threats to young people
that shouldn’t be ignored, Farenger writes.
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A s a politician, President
Barack Obama is master-
ful at manipulating his

political opponents into the sort
of box that has always gained
him an edge.

It’s been especially true of his
career inWashington— and

especially in
theWhite
House— as he
has success-
fully por-
trayed Repub-
licans as ob-
structionists,
even blaming
them for
extending the

recession by opposing his ideas
to expand government stimulus
spending and raise the debt
ceiling, among other issues.

So it’s surprising to now find
this samemasterful politician
stuck in a box of his own on the
issue of confronting Syria over
its use of chemical weapons to
kill over a thousand people
during a civil war that has
claimedmore than 100,000 lives.

But Obama’s conundrum over
putting others at political risk
for his decisions isn’t preventing
him from deflecting attention
from his own failings to pointing
a finger at Congress and even the
international community.

While Obama now denies
saying he used chemical weap-
ons deployment by Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad as a “red
line” for military action against
the regime (he said in 2012 that
Assad would “cross a red line”
that would “changemy equa-
tion”) if the brutal dictator used
WMD against his own people.

Obama now says that’s not

solely his view, it’s the view of
the international community, so
he’s calling on other nations and
Congress—where the House is
controlled by Republicans— to
join and authorize him to strike
backmilitarily against Syria.

Obamawent on to say that
his credibility is not on the line,
asserting that the question of a
Syrianmilitary strike tests the
integrity of those other entities
instead.

What a difference a decade
makes.

This is the same president
who, as a U.S. senator, opposed
President GeorgeW. Bush on his
decision to start the Iraq war,
joining fellowDemocrats in
ignoring that Iraqi President
SaddamHussein used chemical
weapons tomurder over 50,000
Kurds in his own country, clearly
crossing that so-called “red line”
that Obama says is recognized by
all civilized people.

During the ensuing war in
Iraq, no stockpiles of chemical
weapons were ever found—
although U.S. forces did discover
some caches of poison gases—
and Obama joined his fellow
Democrats in ridiculing Bush
over the issue, even though the
war had the support of the in-
ternational community and
many Democrats who joined
Republicans in backing the
conflict.

Obama and his friends also
ignored the assertion by one of
Saddam’s generals, Georges
Sada, who claimed onmyWJR
radio show, among other places,
that he helpedmove theWMD to
Syria before the U.S. invasion.

But Obama’s current problem
goesmuch further than his past

political posturing that was
intended to undermine Presi-
dent Bush.

Obama doesn’t need the
approval of Congress to take
military action in Syria if U.S.
interests are directly threatened.

But demanding congressional
support theoretically gives him
the future right to pigeonhole
Republicans again, using them
as a foil if they refuse to back
him, and explaining their sup-
port for his actions if things go
badly in Syria (a point of respon-
sibility which the Democratic
Congress was able to avoid un-
der Bush).

It’s a brilliant, if cynical, polit-
ical ploy but Obama faces a
muchmore serious problem,
and it involves life and death.

Polls show 60 percent of
Americans opposemilitary
action in Syria and close allies
like Britain join the vast majority
of other nations who are refus-
ing to join in on the response.

President Obama has failed to
lay out for Americans and the
world a defined objective for
even a limited strike in Syria
while Iran continues to provide
rebel support against Assad and
Russia has now been drawn in as
a backer of the Assad regime.

Obama has ruled out regime
change as a goal, he’s not sug-
gesting boots on the ground, he’s
failed to explain how American
action does not equate to sup-
port of al-Qaida, since the terror-
ist group has joined the opposi-
tion to Assad in the civil war, and
he has failed to define the in-
tended result of a military strike.

If the U.S. takes out a few
military targets— and Assad has
reportedly moved some of his

munitions into residential
areas— it doesn’t really
punish the Syrian president
for his atrocities.

And that’s the problem
Obama faces. America needs
to know how its national
interests are preserved by a
few surgical strikes if Assad
is left in power, and how
such an incursion will pre-
vent future abuses in Syria
and elsewhere.

FrankBeckmann is host of “The
FrankBeckmannShow” on

WJR-AM (760).FRANK
BECKMANN

Would military
action against
Syria be about
chemical
weapons, or
about President
Obama keeping
his word?

Pablo Martinez
Monsivais / AP

On Syria response, has Obama boxed himself in?

L ast week, during a litera-
ture class atMichiganState
University, Professor Wil-

liam Penn was filmed berating
Republicans by saying that Re-
publicans were a bunch of “dying
white people”he continuedhis ti-
rade by saying: “If you go to the
Republican convention in Flor-
ida, you see all the old Republi-
canswithdead skin cellswashing
off them…They’re cheap. They
don’t want to pay taxes because
they have already raped this
country and gotten everything
out of it they possibly could.”

I askmyself whether these are
comments that should be al-
lowed to be made by public uni-
versity faculty. Michigan State
University, of course, is fundedby
Michigan taxpayers who repre-
sent a variety of politically di-
verse backgrounds.

Mr. Penn goes on to say, “This
country is still full of closet rac-
ists. What do you think is going
on in South Carolina and North
Carolina? Voter suppression. It’s
about getting black people not to

vote. Why? Because black people
tend to vote Democratic.”

TheRepublicanPartydoesnot
promote racism. The Republican
Party’s principles state, “I BE-
LIVEinequal rights, equal justice
and equal opportunity for all, re-
gardlessof race, creed, sex, age, or
disability.”

What Mr. Penn is doing is an
overgeneralization of Republi-
cans and ultimately asserting his
worldview on his class. These
kinds of views and comments are
all too common in Political Sci-
ence classes, but hearing that
these comments were being
made in a literature class was a
great surprise.

Under the University’s Ha-
rassment policy it states:

“…the University community
holds itself to certain standards
of conduct more stringent than
those mandated by law. Thus,
even if not illegal, acts areprohib-
ited under this policy if they:

Harass any University com-
munitymember(s) on thebasis of
age, color, gender, gender identi-
ty, disability status, height, mari-

tal status, national origin, politi-
cal persuasion, race, religion, sex-
ual orientation, veteran status, or
weight.”

Certainly Mr. Penn is entitled
to his first amendment rights.
However, as a faculty member of
Michigan State University one
has to ask how this incident was
not a deliberate infraction of the
University’s harassment policy.

As a student and member of
theCollegeRepublicans I amout-
raged and disgusted that these
comments are being touted as
truisms to the unfortunate stu-
dents who took Penn’s class.

Michigan State has rightly re-
moved Penn from his classroom
duties this fall. As Republican
MSU trustee candidates Melanie
Foster and Jeff Sakwa told The
Detroit News, MSU students
come to East Lansing to prepare
themselves for jobs, not for the
political opinions of professors.

Matthew Joyner is a junior atMichigan
State University and serves as the
CommunicationsDirector of the
Michigan Federation of College

Republicans.

Where college begins, tolerance ends
BY MATTHEW JOYNER


